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TRAPPED BY BLAST IN CABIN, ROMA’

S CREW HAD NO

of the accident, said tbat the work
of the officers in charge was excel-
lent.

“Ligut. Burt and Capt, Mabry were
#t thelr wheels,” the Majm sald. “The
=hip gave a duck end I saw Lieut.
Burt puli with all his might on the
elevation lever. He yelled out, ‘She
wor't respord!” und then. 'Cut the

One by one I heard the

hotors!"
motors shut off and then we struck.
If the motors had not been shut off,

we would have hit the ground much
harder.”

When asked If he had seen
flame, he sald that he had not.

Ruay Hurley, a civillan and engine
expert, wos abourd and suffered a
slight sprain of one arme and burns
nbout the hund. The trip was Hurley's
first flight.

“It was the first time I hod ever
been up” he said, “and when the
Rorma started to awing 1 didn’t know
anything was wrong. I thought she
was acting all right; 1 didn't know
different. It was not until the ma-
¢hine hit the ground that I realized
sha was wrecked. She was safling
along smoothly and she was coming
stralght from the Langley Field, We
were up only a short time when we
fell.” .

OUne of the mechanics in the crew
of the Roma who was rescued soon
after the big ship hit sald: “Our rud-
der broke and the planes
work; so far as I could see there was
no flre until we hit the ground.”

Col. P. M. Guiney, commandant of
the army base,
fall of the Moma, bore out this state-
ment. He said he did not see any

fire until after the big gas bag had|

landed on the ground.

As the Roma neared the scene of
the disaster it was apparent that she
was in trouble, other officers at the
base =aid. The blg rudders seemed to
=pe working badly and the crew was
desperately throwing off ballast. Thelr
efforts to put the big alrship on an
even keel, however, succeeded for only
A, iminute or two as the ship again
tiltedd and began plunging toward the

eurih,. narrowly missing the smoke-
etk of the base power plant, but
faliing to olear the network of high
feoltnge electric wires, which covered
lihe spot where the Roma wuas de-

piroyed, Two sharp explosions were
leiril befors the firemen began fight-
!jng the flames, but it is believed these
wore caused by gasoline in the fuel
tank.

“*Too Insane to Think.”

Hergeant Peek, an engineer aboard
the Homa, =ald that he was tending
his motor in the part rear engine boat.
#The Liberty was running fine,” he
declared, “when we suddenly veered
up and nosed down. 1 was too insane
%0 think much of anything.”

Joseph X, Biedenbeck, engineer, was
urned about the face and hands, He
sald:

“] didn't see any fire. The ship just
tlited up and started to nose dive.
When we hit the ground an explosinn
followed. 1 was pinned down so that
I could not get out. The fabric wnas
above me and the girders were all
mround. I walted for the fabric to
hurn through so 1 could get out. All
the time I was afrald that the big gas
wnvelope behind us would explode. As
it happened the fire reached the
F’um'lc bfore the blg explosion. If ‘t
Had nat I could never have gotten out
tlive. 1 gaw one man try a jump, I
fon't know who he wae or if he mada
i safe landing. We hit right after
that. Weo were too low for anybody
to make a safe Jump."”

Both Bledenbeck and Major Reardon
spoke of the gallant way the officers
remalined at their posts. Until the in-
stant of the crash the officers stuck
At the wheels.

One of the survivors said that the
Noma often sailed with a Httle tilt and
that he paid little attention to the
initial list of the tall of the ship until
Yie heard a man yell that the craft re-
fuscd to respond to the helm,

BRITISH FEAR BLOW
TO AIRSHIP'S FUTURE

Renewed Fight in Commercial
Campaign Is Predicted.

Special Cable to Tre New Tonx Hemaip.
Copyright, 1028, by Tuar New Yomx Hmavo.

New York Hernld Buareau, |
London, Feb, 2L |

Sympathy for the vietims of the Roma
was cxpressed In Royal Alr Foree elr-
cles to-day and it was ngreed that the
disaster was another serious biow to
urship solence. It is freely predicted
that the aceldent will have Its reflection
YBere in further obstruction in the cam-
palgn for establishing alrship commu-
niention with the dominions for com-
mercinl purposes.

Very little Is known hera about the
Roma. Officials are interssted chiefly
In Its experiments with hellum gas as
& bouying medium,

The disaster in cortuin to incroase the
agitation here for the publication of the
Mdr Ministry's report on the R-38, which
Wwas completed some time in the lust few

weeks, It ja rumored the report con-
inlnp some aensationnl disclosures of in-
sficiency and a lively controversy s
anticipnied when tha facts are divulged.
The strong argument employved by those
vho urge publication of the report Is
that it concerns America an well as
Grent Diritaln and must L

nflnence upon the science
than-air craft

Since the R-28 milshap the alrship
sthool of Aying has dwindlsd until now
It Is almost negliglble, with the greater
brains lost. And with little falth re-
malning It will be wenkened further.
Paring the recent alr Conference Major
Sesit, who plloted the R-34 ncross the
Atlantlo, spoke of the Roma as the reas
won why the British must take action
off drop hopelessly behind America in
aerin) shipping.

AMERICAN IN AIRPLANE
FALLEN NEAR VENICE

Called 'Im_i:n;;i:l Magnate

Named Henry Taynel.

of lghter-

Loxpox, Tab, 21.—A dispatch o the
Central News from Rome says a British
alrplnne, flylng across Italy, with an
Amevican “induatrial wmagnate” sohoae
name {8 glven as “Henry Tapnel,” has
fullen near Venloe.

wn dispatehes from Tae Now Yong
Finmarn eorrespondents In Europe have

mentioned the flight of “ITenry Taynel™
bt n dlsputch published In Tiue New
Yonk Eauparp on Sunday, February 16,
safd  that the day previous  Luoelan
Sharpe and Alan Cobham, a British

pllot flying a British plane, had a nar-
oW escape from belng eucked into the
crater of Vesuvius and that they were
of thelr way to AUHAs, Constantinople
and the Balkans.

\

any |

did not]

who ' witneéssed the |

CONGRESS MAY STOP
TESTS OF DIRIGIBLES

Will Refuse to Provide Fur-
ther Funds, Belief in
Washington.

100 LOST 1IN TRIALS

Not One Airship Has Been
Suceessful After $20,-
000,000 Is Spent.

OPPOSITION TO CRAFT

Navy Convineed Such Ships
Are Unsafe,

| - cecial Diepateh to Tae New Youx Hmaro.

New Yaork Herald Bureau,
| Washington, D. ¢ Fener |

Witk: the death toll of the army
dirigible Roma officlally fixed at
thirty-four to-night and the detalls
of the disaster filtering in through
military channels it seemed certain
that the tragedy means a definite end
of experiments with this type of alr-
craft by the United States Govern-
ment,

Congress, still remembering tke col-
lapse of the navy dirigible ZR—3 with
the loss of forty-nine lives over Huli,
England, last August, is so shocked
that it probably will refuse to appro-
priate further funds for airship de-
velopment. 3

The toll of life in the experiments so
far conducted by the United States is
arpund 100, In addition to the dis-
asters that have befallen the ZR—2
and the Roma there have been air-
ships burned or otherwise demolished,
the dead numbering three or four at
each accldent. Not one of the air-
ships has been successful.

Cont of Experiments.

In a money way the cost has been
.'upwnrd. of §20,000,000, of which $14,-
| 000,000 has been for the development
| of gas, including helium, which is non-
inflammable. Helium had been used
in the Roma on her firat flights, but
later was removed owing to the fact
that there was not a sufficient quan-
tity of it in existence for use in the
glant airship.

According to the official dispatch the
Roma started out on its trip at 1:30
o'clock this afternoon. After gaining an
altitude something went wrong with one
of the elevators, and the alrship got out
of control. Tt plunged downward and
thers was prospect that there would be
a safe landing,

As the afrship neared the ground the
nose struck a high tension wire, the
sparks that were sent out igniting the
kydrogen in the glant envelope. Imme-
diately the whole ship was a mass of
flames, The bodles of those who were
lost were In some Instances burned be-
| yond recognition.

The tragedy Is the worst ever ex-
perienced by the Army Alr Servica and
the worst that ever occurred in the
United States. Tt s exceeded only
its death toll by the collapse of the
ravy alrship ZR-2.

Capt. Dale Mabry, U. 8 A, was in
caommand of the alrship when It left
Langley TField. His senfor ofMeer and
the officer who has had charge of the
airshlp since it was put Into commis
slon last nutumn also was aboard, He
was Major Thornel. Nelther survived
the accldent,

First Crolse With New Enginen.

The crulse was the first that the air-
ship had made since the Installation of
gix new Liberty engines, replacing the
Itallan engines that originally had been
used. The Installation of the new en-
gines was ordered because of trouble
that had been experienced with the
Italian models,

The accldent happened near Langley
Field, but at & point about three miles
from Norfolk. The time of the accldent
was 2:10, less than Afty minutes after
ythe fAlght had begun. The majority of
| the officers and men who were killed
were In charge or were #tudents of the
| army baTloon school at Langley Meld.

Of the dead all were killed outright
except Licut. W, BE. Riley, whose hame
was ot 526 East BEighty-sixth street,
| New York city. He waa taken out of
the wreckage allve, but dled In a hos-
pital of the severe injuries he recefved.

[The address given as the home of
| Lieut. Willlam B, Riley, 526 Bast

Elghty-pixth strest, is the home of his
| mother-In-law and her son, “Doc"
| Harcher, a well known baseball player,
Marcher said last night that his alster,
who was Mias Mildred Harchor, is nat

for there laet night
knew nothing of Lisut, Riley's family
except that they lived I Conneetiout
and he thought the Lieutenant was a
graduate of Yale.]

Lieut, Burt's Escape.

According to the survivors, Lieut.
Burt oscaped solely becauses he landed
in a depression In the ground and was
able to crawl out from under ths kesl
and the butning envelope ovarhead. He
confirmed the report that when the alr-
ship hit the high tension wire the sparks
that resuited lgnited the envelope and
the whole ship burst Into flames. He
explained that the great balloon sattled
on elther side of the rigid keel and com-
pietely encased the ocoupants with
| Aamen,
| Immediately on learning of the acel.

| dent  Major-Gen. Masom Patrick, chilef
| of the Army Alr Bervice, with Lieut
1. J. Maltiand, Major W. G. Killner

| and Capt, B, Clalr Street, left Bolling
Fleld In two planes for the scene of the
aceldent,  Radie trouble was sncoun-
terad at the Langley Fleld station which
tled up and delaysd the recelpt of the
|li«l of names of those lost and rosoued.
tellef that construction «f large alr-
#hips by the United States In to be aban-
| doned Im based not only on the sentl-
mant of members of Congroas, but also
ameng the hlgher oMicors of the army
and navy, who are confident that they
have been demonstrated to be Impracti.
cabla and unsafe. There always has been
a combat In thought on the stibject.

Raberilneg. 1 the Lost ang

Higher Officers of Army and

STORIES OF SUFFERING
AND DEATH RELATED
BY EYE WITNESSES

First Rescuers Found Survivors With Clothes in Flames
Crawling on Ground, Seeking Pools of Water—
Parachute Failed- Lieutenant Who Leaped—

Ship Buckled, Says One Who Escaped.

Speciel Dispateh to Topr New Yosx HEsavo.

NORFOLK, Va., Feb. 21.—When the Roma plowed through the network
of electrie light wires bordering the main thoroughfare of the army base
ground there was an explosion, followed by a sheet of flame that enveloped
The craft keeled over sidewise and crashed to the

the entire structure.
ground.

Practically all the crew and passengers were in the passenger cabin
amidships when the explosion occurred, and before there was any time
for coherent action the framework of the nrachine had caved in on top of
them, A few men crawled out from under the burning debris, thus escap-
ing eremation, Two or three are said to have leaped from the craft when

disaster became inevitable,

Lieut. W. E. Rellley, a/ member of the official ¢rew, jumped from a
e explosion occurred, His parachute failed to
work properly, and he struck the street pavement on his head. His neck

window of the cabin when

was brokem, and he dizd before
reaching the hospital. Another mem-
ber of the crew leaped to safety, es-
caping with minor injuries.

Graham Dalton and Norman Cli-
borne, young men employed in a
warchouse near the scene of the
wreck, give a graphic narration of
the disaster.

“We were standing just outside
warehouse No, 3," young Dalton said,
in describing the occurrence, “when
we saw the Roma coming from over
Ocean View way. She appeared to be
in trouble, and one of us menticned
the fact.

“The box-kite contraption on the
slde—I think they call It the elevator
and rudder—had dropped to an angie
of about forty-five degrees, and it
looked as If she was about to turn
over, Ske was up several hundred
feet then. and it looked as if they sud-
denly shut off the engines. The ma-
chine started drifting, sort of slowly,
toward the ground. It struck against
the electric light wires and there wos
an explosion. »

“It all happened in & second. T re-
member seelng one man leap, His
parachute didn't work, and he hit the
pavement uand Jay still, When the
explosion occurred the whole thing

L

seemed to buckle up and in a second
everything was afire.

“One man,” Dalton continued,
“jumped and when he hit the ground
Lis clothing was all afire. C. M. Phil-
lips and other fellows working in the
yvard rughed out and tore all the
clothing off him, but he was burned
almost to death.

“1 saw another fellow,” Dalton sald,
“erawl out from under the wreckage.
His clothes were aflre,. He crawled
on his hands and knees as far as a
puddle of water. He fell over into the
water and turned over and over, try-
ing to put out the fire. When we
reached him he was covered all over
with mud. One of the boys started to
rub the mud from his eyes with %
handkerchief and the skin peeled off
with the mud,"™

Lieut. Burt returned to Langley
Field thls afternoon. He says the
bimp developed engine trouble while
over Hampton Roads.

“We headed her shoreward in an
attempt to reach the links of the
Norfollk Country Club. 1t was too late

to turn back to soa, |
“Ag we were passing over the army |
base the ship seemed to buckle. There
was a rlp and n rear. She plunged
downward. We hit some wires. |
Flames burst forth in severnl nlaces. |
f think one end of the blmp reached
the earth. There was a deafening ex-
plosion, That's all 1 remember.”

HIGH AIR OFFICIALS SILENT;:
WAIT WORD OF SURVIVORS

WasHingTOoN, Feb, 21.—The dl=aster
to-day at the Hampton Roads army base
to the nrmy's Itallan buti aehip oma,
largest craft of her type In the world,
cast gloom over the War and Novy de-
partments as the long llst of officers
and men who were burned to death In
the ship came in. Pending full officlal
reports, however, Secretary Weeks and
Alr Service officlals had no comment tn
make, Immediately on recelpt of the
news Major Gen. Patrick, chief of the
Alr Service, left for the scene by alr-
plane.

Unoffieial reporis indlcated that fail-
ure of rudder controls had caused the
Roma to become unmanageable, a
thousand or more feet jn alr, and plunge
earthward where she struck high ten-
slon electric wires which were thought
to have lgnited the hundreds of thous-
ands of cuble feet of hydrogen gas
which filled the great hag. Pending
detniled accounts from survivors, offi-
cers here accepted this as the probable
explanation of the disaster. Until It
has been learned definitely what struc-
tural defect sent the ship plunging down
to her death, it was added, the lessons
to be drawn from the accldent could
not be forecast so far as airshlp design
was concerned,

With several offlcers of the ship anl
some of her skilled mechanics among
the survivors, It was hoped that full in-
formatlon would be avallable. When
the navy rigid, British built alrship
ZR-2 came to a tragic end through ex-
plosion in the alr during a trial trip in
England, evidence of the cause of the
smash had to be sought In the wreckage,
for thers were no survivors to tell what
happened. In that ease, It has since
been ascertalned, the buckling of a4 por-
tion of the framework resulted Iin de-
struction of the ship by explosion In air.

Navy offlclals Inld emphaals in tall.
ing of the Roma's destruction on the
point that had it been possible to de-
velop a sufficlent supply of hellum the
new non-inflammable gne, first produced

during the war, to fill her great bag, to- |

day's accldent almost certadnly would
have been far less terrible. There would
have been no flre after the crash, at
lenst, It was sald, and it was the ter-
rible heat of the blazing hydrogen which
apparently brought death to more than
thirty men,
hellum has been produced to Inflate the
naval blimp C-7, & mere pigmy ship of
the alr beslde the Roma. C-F made hor
trial flight carried by the new gns dur-

Aberdean, Md., and that his mother left | Ing the first days of the recent nrma
He added that ha | conference,

journeying from Hampton
Koads to Washington and back.

Daring the Roma's trip in December
from Langley ¥eid to Washington fto
be christened and formally commis-
soned In the army alr fleet she de-
veloped trouble with her orlginai Itallan
motors, but otherwise functloned per-
fectly.

The ship fought an increasing head
wind all the way and renched Bolling
Fileld with only three of her six motors
running. She had so lttle power us whe
spproached the landing place, where
seores of distingpulshed guests awalted
ber, that her commander was com-
pelled to jockey his monster eraft over
the Jow hills that surround the fleld
with utmost cunning to bring her In at
all,

Becates of the motor trouble the
scheduled initinl flight of the Roma
over Washington with Hecrotaries
Wooks and Denby and the Itallan Am-
bassador in her cabine, as well as Bene
ators and members of the House wos
postponed The ship went bmok to
Langley, running before the wind and
barely reaching her hanger befors u
const gale bhroke. She remalned in the
shed for many

wealn to have hier mo-

But so far only sufffclent |

tors replaced by Liberty enginen of |
greater power oand more certininty of
performance. The flight which proved
her last wam ona of those made fo
tent her new propelling plant, and it
had Been expscted whe would show

greatly
ability.

Destruction of the Roma leaves both
the army and navy without airships
larger than the navy blimps. Thera In
not now In the Unlted States a il:ld "w

improved speed and maneuvoer

|#a compared to that of hydrogen,

eemi-rigld craft even faintly resembling
the German Zoppeling that harried Lon-
don time after time during the world
war, The ZR-1 ls under construction by
the navy, however, and recently ar-
rangements were made, with the co-
operation of the allled Governments, that
the Zeppolin plant in Germany should
build Tor the navy a Zeppelin of the L.
type, which proved successful during the
Wur,

The ZR-1 was described to-day as
strictly a reproductlon of the best Ger-
man alrships, only slight modifications
in plan having been made by the Navy
Department. The policy of the de-
partinent {n planning the ship Is under-
stond to have been to attempt no im-
provement until the tried and proven
practics of the German alrship bullders
had been duplicnted sucoessfully and
then to advance in speed and size by
slow girides and with omphasis luid in
every succeeding design on safety and
sound structural developments.

The Zeppelin to be procured in Gor-
many also will be of the proved type and
the business of airship building in the
ecountry on a major scale, elther for
military or commercial purposes, has
been  generally expected by technical
officers 1o start from this point. In this
connection, It was sald to-day that ex-
amination of all German records had
fulled to reveal any disaster such as
that to the ZR-2, which was far larger
than any German bullt eraft of the
kind, ar to the Roma.

Whatever may have been the cause
of the wreck either of the ZR-3 or the
Roma, It Is certain that the flying offi-
eora of the army and navy do not re-
gurd these tragle accidents as offering
any reagonable ground for the abandon-
ment of the attempt to produce for the
American military services ships of the
#ize and kind, particularly for employ-
ment in coast defense operntions,

In the investigution particular atten-
tion will be pald not only to the possi-
ble structural defects of the Roma and
the Information reaching Washington
that the box elevating plane would not
worl, but also to the question whether
the lgnition of the gas in the Roma
was caused by contact with the high
tenslon wires, There ara some aero-
nautiacl experts in Washington who de-
clara that the ignition of hydrogen bal-
loon gas by high tenslon electric wires
linw never bofora been the cause of an|
alrahip disaster. The statement was
made to-nlght that when the Roma |
had ita first trial trip a propeller cau#ed
i lorge gash in Its gas bag near one of |
the engines, but that this did not result
in disaster,

The great advantage of nellum gas
aver hydrogen lg that hellum s non-ex-
plosive, while hydrogen 1s highly ex-|
ploslve, TIn a hellum filled alrship thers |
Is no danger of explosions due tu statice
or ¢lectrie connections, or from ignitlon
due to sparks from exhausts of motors,
Probably the greatest disadvantage In
the use of hellum In {ta cost of produec-
tlon, its nvallability and fts bllnvnl:;'!'.

'y
drogen, with 100 per cenu purity and
under standard atmospherie conditions,
ling n buoyancy of 70 pounds per 1,000
cuble feet of alr dsplaced, while hallum
under similar conditions han 644 pounds
e, When hellum has lost purity sand
consequently Hft on account of diffusion
with alr, It ean be put through a re-
purlfleation process and used agnin,

The navy milntalns a hellum plant at
Fort Worth, Tex., where hellum s ox-
trncted from natural gas by compressor |
systemsn, It j= réquired that a plant of
this charncter be located whers there is
an abundance of gas and also an abun-
dance of water for cooling the numerous
toMmprossors.

The natural gns after passing through
thig plant becomes a purer Hluminating
gue than beforg, when It 18 then re-

turned to the gas company for ¢ommer-
elnl use,  The natural gas {s first paspod
through Hme, which removes carbon dl-
oxide ; it s then liquefied, leaving nliro-
gen and hellum gases, which are deawn
off and further comprassed, thefeby 1=
quefying the nitrogen and leaving tha
hellum, which is drawn off and rom-
promsed Into evlinders and placed In
storage for shlpment.

ROMA SERVED ITALY
WITHOUT A MISHAP

Once Made Passenger Trips
Between the Capital and
Paris.

OTHER AIR DISASTERS

Destruction of the ZR-2 and
Other Lighter Than Air
Craft Is Recalled.

The greatest disaster In aviation his-
tory was the fall of the ZR-2 oyer Hull,
England, on August 21 last, on her final
test trip before belng accepted by the
Unlted States Government for delivery
in this eountry.

Forty-two men were killed, including
sixteen of the Ameriean uvitlcers and
crew who were being grvoomed for the
transatlantic flight. Some simllarity is
seen between the fall of ZR-2 and the
disaster at Norfolk, Inasmuch as hoth
machines seemed to have buckled first,
as though having succumbed to strue-
tural weakneay and then having caught
fire during descent or alter landing.

A thorough Investigation of the cause
of the British disaster was immediately
started by the British Alr Ministry, but
the report has néver been made public,
although a dispatch from London yestor-
day stated that “sensational disclosures”
were about to ba made. At the alr con-
ference In London on February 7 it was
stated that research work In the dirigl-
ble fleld had gone far ahead of practical
design, and in the light of what the
British experts know now about this
character of construction the fallure of
the ZR-2 could have been foretold.

Won of Semi-Rigid Dentgn.

The Roma differed from the ZR-2 in
that it wag of semi-rigld deslgn and was
the largest dirlgible in the world of this
make, It was the product of Iallan
workmanship and design and was re-
garded as having been the iast word
fn that' type of alrship, The Itallans
have specialized In the seml-rlgid dirigi-
hies for many years and were consid-
ered to have gone further along the path
of progregs in this particular fleld than
any other country, as it was found that
these machines were eminently suited to
the Ttalian needs during the war, pos-
sessing the abllity to trave: at great
helghts, althiough never regarded as o
particularly speedy type of ship.

They were used with grent success in
bombing operations along the Italian
front and gver the Alps, Ths purchase
of the Roma by the United Statea Gov-
ernment wos laoked upon as x military
experiment to soe If dirigibles of this
construction conld be adapted to use in
this country. Some neronauticnl experts
have declared that the large proportlon
of aceldents that thave attended the
Heghter than alr machines In this coun-
try prove that the static conditlons are
such as to prevent success in thke field,
although It has also been pointed out)|
that if the ships are properly “honded"'—
that is if care is taken to =ea that elec-
trical currents are reduced to the same
potentiality—the risk of aceldent would
ba lessenad.

It has been pointed out also that this
type has hesn succesefully flown in Italy
for many years with comparatively
alight losses and that Italan alr experts
have become thoroughly familiar with
the defegte as well as the virtues of the
eraft, while to Amerlean fiving men it
s move or less In the experimental
phase.  Tn Ttaly, also, there is loss Hke-
Hhood of encountering high winds and
statlc conditions are much jess violent.

Served Italy Several Yenrs,

The Roma was 410 feet long, with a
capacity of 1,193,000 cuble fect of hydro-
gen gas, while the ZR-2 waa 700 feat
long and had a capacity of 2,750,000
cuble feet, Fully loaded she weighed
thirty-eight tons, including raw, ballast,
fuel and other supplies. She had only
recently  been  equipped with  Liberty
motors after the Itallan engines falled
to glhve satisfactlon during several trial
fighte. The glant alrship was con-
atructed at Clampine, Ttaly, under direc-
tlon of the Engineer Prasones, and Col
Craceo, twe of the foremost balloon
huilders in Italy. She had been In meor-
vier In Italy for several years, and had
made many suecessful trips with passen-
gers and at one time was engaged In a
regular passenger service between Romn
and Paris.

After assemblage here, hewever, it
became evident that air conditions were
vary different from those on the Con-
tinent and trouble was experlenced with
the new craft almost from the outset
On December 21 the ship was flown to
Bolling Field at Washington and there
formally named by Miss Fonrose Wain-
wright, daughter of the Assistant Sec-
retary of War., During these caremonles
officers experlenced difficulty In keeping
the ship on the ground, and the flight
from Langley Fleld proved a most dif-
cult one in the face of a forty-five mile
head wind,

The United States Government pald
$200,000 for the craft and at the time
of the purchase the War Department
sald it conld not be duplicated for §1,-
260,000, Although it was originally in-
tended to My the Roma mcross the At-
lantic, this plan was given up and ahe
wila dismantled In Italy and the parts
packed nway in the hold of a naval
eolller whice*, landed at the New Yeark
Navy Ye.d last June. The work of
assembling the airship began early last
fall and by November 15 the ship was
ready for her trial fight.

Planned Commereial Monte.

Tha Alr Service had made ambitious
plans for the Roma, one of which was
to place her in commercial service be-
tween Chicago and New York as an ex-
periment in this fleld of aviation, and
another plan was to attempt a trans-
atlantle Might.

The last fatal accident among the
lighter than alr machines In this coun-
try occurred in July, 1918, when ten
porsons wera killed In Chicago by the
fall of n Goodyear dirigibla which ex-
ploded in the alr and crumpled In Aames
on the Illinols Trust and Savings Bank
bullding, Muany Zeppeling were de-
atroyed during the war from other than
milltary nggression and these disasters
caused many experts to believe that
the future of the conquest of the alr
lay with the alrplane rather than the
gan bng.

Four out of the first twenty Zeppelins
bullt In Germany prior to and durlng
the war were consumed by fre, somne
of them through explosions occurring
while In the alr and othera by fire while
anchored at thelr hangars, Several
Inrge oraft of the semi-rigld typs have
been lost through having been blown
from their moorings both bere and in
England.

The famous R which fNew from
England to Long Ialand and back in
the summer of 1016 was wrecked In a

gile while anchored outside the alr-
dromae In HWowden, BEngland, on Jan-
uary 1, 1921, On August 31 of Jast

year the D=6, then the largest dirigible
of the ngu-rigid type possessed by the
United  Staten Government, was do-
stroyed by flames at her hangar At the
Rockaway Point Naval Alr Station, to«
gether with three other smaller bal-

loona.

~
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Goes to France by
but Expects to Fly
OUIS GAUBERT, French avi-
ator, who salled for Havre
vesterday by the French
liner Rochambeau, which will take
him homs in about nine days, said
he intended to return in the super-
record time of thirty-two hours.
The Gollath plane that will whisk
him across without stops has four
motors and is nearly completod at
the Farman works in France. He
expects to board and pllot her with
fen passengers some time in April.
The plane will be equipped with the
latest safety devices,
\ J
PARACHUTE FAILED
ONE OF ROMA’S CREW
He Landed on Concrete Pave-
ment After Jump.

NewPoRT NeEws, Va., Feb 21.—A |
stresm of ambulances to-night poured
inte the city with bodies that had been
tuken from the Roma. It was apparent
at once that ultimate identification of
almost all the bodies virtually would be
{immpossible, for many of them were so
mangled and disfigured as to make
them unrecognizable, .

Many persons went from here to the
army base during the afterncon to view
the ruins and witness the recovery of
many bodies, Deserlbing their experi-
ence, some declared the scene to have
betn one of the greatest horror. Soldlers
and officers of the army base who wit-
nessad the disaster saw several members
of the crew leap from the machine while
she was still high In the air, One of
these who jumped had & parachute but
it failed to open. He landed on a con-
creta puvement,

It was evident from a view of the
boules in the Morgue, that death had
come to gome of them not through
agony but instantanecusly. In almost
every case the features retalned a
strange calm. One body, the long lithe
one of an athlete, lay on a cot with the
trappings of a parachute hanging In
threads of burned rags to the shoulders.

In a room apart lay a figure un-
burned., Here was a hooded Hercules—a
glant of a man, his skin still suggest-
ing the pink of the splendid feilow he
muat have been in the moment he was
culled upon to make the Instant decls-
fon, He made it. While othera waited
to fall with thelr great bag, this man
leaped. He dled, but his people will
know him at a glance.

AIR CONDITIONS BAD,
SAYS BRITISH EXPERT

Believes, However, Disaster
Means Only Temporary Check

P. G, Ommanney, formerly of the
Roval British Air Force, and an ex-
pert on divigible equipment and main-
tenance, arrived here from England
yesterday on private business and had
hardly reached hia residence at 54 East
Sixty-elghth strest when he was in-
formed of the Roma disaster. He per-
sonally knew a number of the men who
dled.

He would not venture an opinlon as
to the cause of the accident, but stated
that In many Instances of this kind it
is found the craft besomes charged in
different places at different potentlali-
ties owing to static conditions and this
often will cause electric sparks to ignite
at gome dangerous place along the body
of the alrship.

Statie conditions, he =sald, are much
wopst in this country than abroad, and
no pains should be spared to see that
the nirships of this type are properly
protectad against these currents. He con-
sldered the disaster only & temporary
sethack to the sami-rigid type of eraft,
declaring experiments of this char-
acter are attended with many fatal ac-
cidents, He sald the Ttalians had flown
thoss ships successfully, although he
admitted that conditions hers were dif-
ferent from the air currents of the
milder Ttallan climate,

“Dirligibles are as safe as you make
them," he gail. “In Germany 26,500
passengers were taken up between 19810
and 1913 on average flights of two
hours each without a single loss,"

BOWDOIN GRADUATE
LISTED AS MISSING

Lieut. Hine Was a Resident of
Bridgeport.

BrmarrorT, Conn., IFeb. 21,—First
Lieut. Harold Hine, llsted as missing
In the wreck of the alrship Roma, was
a rosident of this city. He was a son
of . W. Hine of Boston, A brother, R
Paul Hine, is secretary of the Berkshire
Fertilizer Company of this city.

Lleut. Hing was graduated from Bow-
doin College in 1911 and was associated
with his hrother in business here until
he enlisted in the alr servics In the war,
He was commiseloned a Second Lisuten-
ant at Arcadin Fleld, Los Angeles, and
was made a First Licutenant in the bal-
loon service at Brooks Meld, San An-
tonle. He had been stationed at Lang-
ley Fleld since January 18,

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE’S
$25,000 REJECTED AGAIN

G. 0. P. Minority in Aldermen
Blocks Tammany Plan.

For the second time the Republiean
minority in the Hoard of Aldermgn yes=
terday bocked an attempt of the Tam-
many majority te put through an ap-

opriation of 325,000 In mpecial revenue

onds for the Mayor's Committes of
Women, of which Mrs. William Ran-
dolph Hearst is chalrman. For two
yeara after the war the committes got
such un amount each year to do recon=
struction work.

Alderman J. W. Friedman, leader of
the minority, sald If any money was to
be used for such purposes It should be
handled by the Department of Public
Walfare. Then there could be n proper
accounting. Only fifty affirmative votes
wera cust for the appropriation, wheroan

Afty-nine were ry for paasag
Jeraminh R, O'Leary of 227 Kast
Lifty-seventh  street., Democrat, was

slacted n member of the Board of Alder-

men to sycesed Thomas M, Farley, who

renigned at the beginning of the year

g; n:ea-pt a position of Deputy Ceounty
ari,

COBB MENDS SLOWLY,
Not Ont of Danger, Sars His
Physician.

Special Dispateh to Tue New Yoxx Fnaann.

Bosron, Feb, 21.—To-night's report
from thoe bedside of Irvin 8. Cobl at
the lopley Plazn Hotal s tha: he hnd
a reasonably good day and seems to be
on the road to recovery. alth-ugh not
out of danger,

Dr, James H, Stevens, the attending
physician, will not permit anybody to
visit Mr. Cobb. He also forhids any
attempt tn remova the patlent to New
York until there ls improve
ment In his condtiof,

CHANCE F

MARYGARDEN LURED
BY $260,000 OFFER

Besides Coneert Tour She Mas
Chanee to Create New Char-
acter in Movies.

Miss Mary OGarden bhas not yetb re-
slgned as dlrector-general of the Chi-
cngo Opera Company, but yesterday she
reafMrimed her Incilnatlon to sever her
managerial relations with the company
and expressed her deaire to remain with
it as a singer. She made Known her
cont:mpllted piaiu lt‘hrm:lth ha; per-
song tative, Howard E. Potter,
who sald for her:

“As Misg Garden s singing to-night
and must rest to-day she has asked
me to gay for her that she has pot re-
slgned as manuging director of the
Chieago Opern Company, but she is
considering dolng %0 {t by so dolng she
will not embarrass the company. If
she does remain with tne compaany it
will be as an artlst. She loves Chicago
nru!: its people, who havev been so loyal
to her,

“Hut Miss Garden is not wealthy, She
has an offer of §250,000 from Charles
Wagner for a season's concerts. She
also has a movie offer with am oppor-
tunity to create a role in which she
has never appeared, The movie offer
holds out the opportunity fer something
extremely interesting.

“She regards herself as an artist and
a creator of roles rather than a busi-
nees woman. As an operatic director
she has to do a great many things that
are injurieus to the singing wvolee. In
n word, business |s taking her away
from her forte In life. It may not be
generally known that Miss Garden re-
celves no incame from the Chlcago Com-
pany beyond her salary ns a singlng
artlst. The financial problem she faces
s director g al is a tr dous gne.
Sne thinks It will be settled and the
titure of the company assured by the
guaranty by Chleagoe resldents of $600,-
000 & year for five years. If the guaran-
ty !a not forthcoming there can be no
opera in Chicago, as no leasa of the
Augitorium can be obtaingd. The con-
tracts with the artists of the company
depend upon the guaranty.

“Miss" Garden has the highest =ad-
miration for Samuel H. Insull, and it
her remaining Is vital to the success of
tne guaranty she will remain. There
will be no dectslon untll Mareh 12, when
Miss Garden and the company will ap-
prar in Chieago for one performance
on the way to the coast."

Insull Is Not Surprised.

CHICAGO, Feb. 21 (Assoclated Press).
—S3amuel Insull, president of the Chi-
cago Clvie Opera Association, which has
charge of the Chicago Opera Company,
declared he was not surprised when in-
formed to-day that Mary Garden planned
to resign as director. Hes added:

“T have known for some time that
she planned a reorganization of her per-
sonal affairs and it is only natural that
shoe should tire of the arduous dutles of
directing a company of grand opera
singers.

“I sincerely trust that Miss Garden |s
not In any way conaldering severing her-
sell entirely from the Chicago coms
pany.”

Executive oficers of tha opera asso-
elation to-night made public the follow-
ing telegram from Miss Garden:

“Tell Chicago not to worry over what
1 am golng to do, It s T that am
dolng the worrying over what Chicago
is guing to do. No contract for any
one can be signed until Mr. Samuel
Insull gets the guaranty. Flas Chleago
given It to him? There lles the future
of every one.”

Miss Garden's plans gave Chlcago its
most brilliant opera season, but [t be-
came known unefMclally that the deficlt
for the year may be as high as $800,000.
This deficit will be met by Hareld F.
McCormick and Mrs, Edith Rockefeller
MeCormick, who five years ago agreed to
finance the company until May, 1922
The MeCormicks have spent  about
33,000,000 in making up the company's
deficlts in the last five years.

ARRESTED IN DETROIT
IN TAYLOR MYSTERY

One of Party Said to Have
Accused Companion.

Apeclgl Dispateh to Tum New Yorx Hunivo.

Los Anamues, Feb, 21.—The arrest of
a man suspeoted of belng the slayer of
William Desmond Taylor, motion ple-
ture director, was made to-night In De-
troit.

It was learned that four persons were
arrested at a late hour thera while at-
tempting in a Fored automoblle to evade
capture. One of the prisoners, giving his
name as Harry H. Flelds, allas Sam Co-
han, alias Harry the Chink, was sald to
have made the statement that one of his
companions was the slayer of the mo-
tion pleture director,

Mields, it was asserted, I8 known here
ay well as In,the Hast and Is sald by
the pollce to be a drug urer. It was not
ascertained whether any of his thres
companlons, particularly the man whom
Flelds declared murdered Taylor, are
ugers of drugs,

Telegraphic advices recelved her to-
night also stated that a man suspected
of being Edward ¥, Sands, former valet
of Taylor, and who is now belng sought
on a felony warrant charging him with
robbery and forgery and who ls also |
wanted in connection with the murdar,r
Is under arrest In Concord, N. C. |

DISABLED OFFICERS’
BILL PASSES SENATE

Wasninaron, Feb. 21,—~The Bursum
bill, giving disabled emergency officers
of the American Expeditionary Forces
the same retirement privileges as rogu-
lar army officers was passed ta-day by
the Senate—50 to l4—and transmitted
tn the House.

Several thousand digabled oMoesrs
would henefit under the bill, which was
aponsorsd by Senator Bursum, Republi-
ean (N, M.), and pressed by ths Amerl-
can Legion and other organizations. Op-
ponition bassd principally on the ground
that Cgngress should not diseriminate in
favor of ofMcors and against privates
was led by Chalrman Wadsworth of the
Senate Military Committes, Senator
King, Demoerat (Utah), and Senator
Lenroot, Republican (Wis), 'The War|
Department also was understood to op-
pose the mensure,

To obtnin the benefits of the bill dla-
abled oMeers would be required to have
at least a4 disabllity of 30 per cont. under
the war rlsk law etandards. The throe-
fourths retirement pay and allowances
would bae in lleu of war risk allowances,
Tha cost next year to the Governmen?
wan estimated at §5,000,000, but Senator
King predicted it would cont ultimately
between $100,000,000 and §200,000,000,

JOHN WANAMAKER NOT ILL.

His

HKept to Noat by Wenkneas,
Friends Say.

€. Perensatng, Fla, Feb, 22.-—Danial
of reports that John Wanamaker of
Philadelphin was serlously 111 aboard
hin yacht at Paas-a-Grille was made by
friends here thls morning,

They explalned that the aged financier
was wruffering somwhat from weaknoss
and wae to his boat, but sald

Judge Mancuso Refusvs Fore-
man's Demand for Retrac-
- tion of Criticism.

‘.'l'\m."‘i Mancuso In Genera] Sessions
was called upon yesterday to retract his
“mental Incompetency™ critleism of «
Jury last weelk by the jury's foreman,
H. B. KKevelson, dross manufacturer, at
14 to 18 East Thirty-second stroest,

Judge Mancuso's reply was that ha
would show the jury had proved itself
mentally incompetent and had been
campletely duped, as soon as the trial of
Samuel Castrillo, & codefendant, had
ended. He sald he could say nothing
more at present without prejudicing the
case of Castrillo, charged with flrst de-
gree robbery and recelving stolen goods.
It was George Carmlchael's acquittal on
the same charge that caused the ructlon
between the Judge and jurors.

AMr. Kevelson, whose home is at 748
Riverside Drive, appeared to be indig-
nant over what he termed the injustice
that had been done to him and his eleven
colleagues. He stil] fecis so strongly, he
says, that he Intends asking the Maer-
chanls Association, of which he is a
member, to call @ meting to discuss the
controversy,

Judge Mancuso was one of thres
Judges who last week criticlzed jurles
for returning verdicts of acquittal against
the judgment of the court. Judges Tal-
ley and Rosalsky dlscharged juries In
two cases on the ground that they had
dlscredited police testimony and accom-
pllshed & perverslop of justice,

Mr. Kevelson Insista that “Judge
Mancuso did gross injustice to twelve
American citlzens who rendered a vér-
dict in aceordance with the dlictates of
thelr consclence and the law as |atd
down by the Judge in his charge."

Mr. Kevelson said he belleved, after
two weeks of jury duty in General Saes-
slons, that too much testimony was
thrown out by the court on the one
hand, while on the other the judge and
the District Attarney wora In possession
of Information about defendants that
often wasn't brought out in testimony.
He sald that the jury was anxious 1o
econvict In the Carmichael case, but felt
it could not da so on the evidence pro-
wsented. He denied that the jury had dis-
credited the testlmony of the pollce.

Justice Frank 8. Gannon, Jr., of the
Supreme Court, Brooklyn, yeaterday op-
posed bench criticiem of jurles for fatlure
to believe nollcs testimony as “unfortu-
ate and, to some degree, unjustified.”

“When a police officer who has made
an arrest takea the stand,"” said Justive
Gannon, "he Is a perfect {llustration of
the type of interested witness, His repu-
tation and hils record are affected, and
it is beyend human nature to expect
him to state mere fects, On the other
hand he offers conclusions for facts and
his natural effort is to project his theory
of guilt Into the minds of the jury-
men." ’

Newspaper publleity given to pelice
brutality and third degree methods of
obtaining confeaslons, said the Justice,
{s another rveason why Jurymen tend
to discredit the veracity of a uniformed
witness. He polnted ocut that distriet
attorneys and judges, because of daily
eontact with eriminals and crime, can-
not possibly remaln perfectly neutral
and unprejudiced toward defendants,

Commendation of Judge Talley's nc-
tion In dismissing a jury was contalned
yesterday in a letter from William H.
Anderson, State Superintendent of the
Anti-Snloon League of New York, “as
spokesman of the largest organized
group of cltizens committed to the up-
holding of the laws." e suggested that
such prompt action, if taken by Judges
who administer the prohibition Ilaw,
might do much to prevent flagrant viola-
tions that go unpunished,

Joseph Perclacanto, 30, of 222 Faat
1224 strest, who was arrested with
pominiek Albero, whosa acquittal last
week caused the trouble between Judge
Talley and his jury, was convicted yes-
terday and sentenced by Judge Talley to
two and n half to five years in prison.
The twe men were charged with at-
tempting to rob a poultry store at 319
East 122d street.

—rr—————

A WHET OF OYSTER

Hygeia, the classical goddess
of health, gave the ancients
many rules for good living,

Those who abided by these
rules began dinner with a
whet of plump, medium-
sized oysters,

And ate them slowly in order
that their exquisite flavor
might be fully enjoyed.

The mythical Hygeia may be
forgotten, but many still fol-
low her rule at CHILDS.-
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